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psychological  orientation.     (Concerning the  importance
of the factor of sensation v. Sensation; Types).
The disadvantage of concretism Is the subjection of
function to sensation. Because sensation is the perception
of physiological stimuli, concretism either rivets the
function to the sphere of sense or constantly leads it
back there. The effect of this is a sensual subjection
of the psychological functions, favouring the influence
of external facts at the expense of individual psychic
autonomy. From the standpoint of the recognition of
facts, this orientation is, of course, valuable, but from the
standpoint of the interpretation of facts and their relation
to the individual it is definitely prejudicial. Concretism
produces a state where facts gain the paramount import-
ance, thereby suppressing the individuality and its freedom
in favour of the objective process. But since the individual
is not only determined by physiological stimuli, but also
by factors which may even be opposed to the external
fact, concretism effects a projection of these inner factors
into the outer fact, thus provoking an almost superstitious
overvaluation of mere facts, as is precisely the case with
the primitive. A good example of this is seen in Nietzsche,
whose concretism of feeling resulted in an excessive valua-
tion of diet; the materialism of Moleschott is a similar
instance (" Man is what he eats"). An example of the
superstitious overvaluation of facts is also provided by
the hypostasizing of the concept of energy in the monism
of Ostwald.
12. Consciousness: By consciousness I understand the
relatedness of psychic contents to the ego (#. Ego) in so
far as they are sensed as such by the ego1. In so far as
relations are not sensed as such by the ego, they are un-
i Natorp, Einkitung in der Psych,, p. u. Also Lipps, Leitjaden
der Psych., p. 3.